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HONORING MR. DON STRAIT 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Don Strait, a champion for 
Connecticut’s environment, who recently re-
tired after 25 years as the President of Con-
necticut Fund for the Environment. As Presi-
dent, Don has played a crucial role in numer-
ous achievements in environmental protection 
and conservation in our state, and his work 
will benefit generations to come. 

Since 1992, Don has been Executive Direc-
tor and President of Connecticut Fund for the 
Environment, which later merged with Save 
the Sound. His tireless work in our state with 
local, state, and federal leaders has led to 
substantial victories for protection and con-
servation of our air, land, and water. The orga-
nization helped protect thousands of acres of 
land in western Connecticut vital to recreation 
and wildlife, and has ensured enactment of 
landmark climate policies, clean car laws, and 
environmental regulations vital for our public 
health. 

Don facilitated the organization’s merger 
with Save the Sound in 2004 and brought his 
track record of success to the group’s ex-
panded focus on both Connecticut’s and the 
Long Island Sound’s environmental quality. 
Connecticut Fund for the Environment/Save 
the Sound has been instrumental in reforming 
sewage management around the Sound, 
water quality monitoring, and the successful 
fight against the planned Broadwater gas 
plant. 

What’s more, Don has generously shared 
his time and expertise to support the crucial 
work of other leading groups in our state. He 
cofounded the Connecticut League of Con-
servation Voters to mobilize environmentally 
conscious citizens and has served on boards 
of Restore America’s Estuaries and the State 
Environmental Leadership Program. 

Mr. Speaker, Don Strait has been a dedi-
cated and visionary leader for Connecticut. 
Present and future generations in our state 
owe him a great deal for protecting our world, 
and I am lucky to call him a friend. Therefore, 
it is fitting and proper that we honor him here 
today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. ROBERT 
NEWLEN 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize and thank Mr. Robert 
Newlen, Deputy Librarian of Congress, for 
more than 40 years of dedicated service to the 
Library of Congress. Prior to his current posi-
tion, Mr. Newlen served in a wide variety of 
leadership roles within the Congressional Re-
search Service and the Law Library, as well 
as Chief of Staff. 

Throughout his distinguished career, Mr. 
Newlen received various awards and recogni-
tions. I know, however, what he has valued 
the most is the opportunity to serve and to 

promote the value of knowledge with Members 
of Congress, staff, and countless others. 

The Library of Congress is a great gift to 
this country and to all who benefit from this 
treasury of learning. Robert has devoted his 
career to building up this institution in every 
way possible. And, at a time when truth some-
times seems elusive, he and his colleagues 
strive to make accurate information the foun-
dation of what we do. 

Mr. Newlen will leave this week to pursue 
other opportunities, but I have no doubt that 
his spirit of service will go with him. On behalf 
of all of us who have benefitted directly or in-
directly from his work, I offer my sincere grati-
tude. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 65TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF AVENUES 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Avenues’ 65th anniversary, 
which will be celebrated on September 28, 
2017. For over six decades, Avenues has 
served disabled Pennsylvanians throughout 
Schuylkill, Carbon, Northumberland, Lebanon 
and Luzerne Counties. 

Avenues was originally founded as United 
Cerebral Palsy of Schuylkill County in 1952 by 
a group of sixty parents whose children had 
special needs. The group’s prime focus was 
addressing the lack of local medical care and 
educational services for their children. On 
September 12, 1952, the founders filed an ap-
plication for a charter to become a member of 
United Cerebral Palsy. The organization was 
incorporated in November that year as United 
Cerebral Palsy of Schuylkill County. 

Today, Avenues is responsible for planning, 
promoting and assisting the establishment, 
maintenance and operation of training centers 
or clinics for the education, social and physical 
betterment of those with Cerebral Palsy and 
similar disorders. Its aid has supported a wide 
array of research in the prevention and treat-
ment of developmental disabilities and handi-
caps. It sponsors various educational cam-
paigns for the general public to raise aware-
ness about the requirements of and problems 
facing special-needs clinics. Avenues is a 
great wealth of information to its clients and 
their parents, families and friends. 

It is an honor to recognize Avenues as it 
celebrates its 65th anniversary. I am grateful 
for the assistance it provides to people across 
its service area which includes Counties in my 
congressional district. May its staff and volun-
teers be able to continue their work helping 
Pennsylvanians with disabilities for many, 
many years to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO KRYSTAL 
CAYLOR 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Krystal Caylor on her 2017 gold 
medal in the 200-yard individual medley race. 

Competing in the Missouri State High 
School State Activities Association swimming 
championships, Ms. Caylor proudly rep-
resented the 7th district’s Kickapoo High 
School located in Springfield, Missouri. Ms. 
Caylor went on to take the gold and win the 
200-yard individual medley with a time of 
2:03.48. 

Ms. Caylor has now finished her Kickapoo 
swimming career and intends to continue her 
swimming career at the collegiate level at the 
University of Indianapolis. 

I am honored to recognize Ms. Caylor for 
her outstanding achievement and wish her the 
best of luck in her future endeavors. On behalf 
of Missouri’s 7th Congressional District, I ask 
all of my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Ms. Caylor on her outstanding perform-
ance. 

f 

EMILY GREEN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Emily Green 
for receiving the City of Wheat Ridge’s Rising 
Star Award. This award recognizes busi-
nesses or individuals improving the organiza-
tion and the community, and are a positive re-
flection of the City of Wheat Ridge’s values. 

The Rising Star Award is given each year to 
a member who has made a difference in the 
Wheat Ridge Business Association. Emily 
made a difference immediately upon her en-
trance to the Association. She joined various 
committees, volunteered, became a board 
member and subsequently became a board 
officer. Emily schedules and plans the monthly 
‘‘Biz Mix’’ networking event; finding a location, 
obtaining food and drink sponsors and adver-
tising the events. Emily also owns a local busi-
ness, Cibo Meals. This meal-delivery service 
brings fresh, creative, and environmentally-re-
sponsible vegetarian meals around Northwest 
Denver using reusable Mason jars. 

I applaud Emily Green for being the recipi-
ent of this well-deserved honor by the City of 
Wheat Ridge, and I congratulate her on her 
success. 

f 

H.R. 3354, TITLE VIII NURSING 
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
AMENDMENT 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of my amendment to highlight the im-
portance of each of the individual Title VIII 
Nursing Workforce Development Programs, in-
cluding Advanced Education Nursing; Nursing 
Workforce Diversity; Nurse Education, Prac-
tice, and Retention; and the Nurse Faculty 
Loan Program. Title VIII programs are a crit-
ical lifeline for America’s nursing workforce 
and the patients they serve. 

Demand for healthcare services provided by 
nurses continues to grow, so we should be ex-
panding not cutting programs that maintain a 
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